
Special School Governors
Briefing 

May 2021

Covid Catch-up 
premium

David Bird-Adviser Inclusion (SEND)
Education, Quality and Performance

1



Hope to cover

• Background to the funding

• Available guidance and support for schools

• Accountability: school leaders and 
governors

• Slices of school 8 websites and examples 
of the use of funding
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June 2020

• Government announced £1 billion of funding to 
support children and young people to catch up on 
missed learning caused by coronavirus.

• “This is especially important for the most 
vulnerable pupils and pupils from disadvantaged 
backgrounds who we know have been most 
affected”.

Catch-up premium - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/catch-up-premium-coronavirus-covid-19/catch-up-premium


For the 2020 to 2021 academic year

• Special School’s will get £240 from reception to 
year 11 inclusive. (Mainstream schools get £80 
for each pupil) 

• In addition to Covid catch up, many schools have 
used the overall school budget.

• (Schools can use catch-up premium funding to 
support any summer catch-up provision that 
they are offering and can carry funding forward 
to future academic years).
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Payment schedule 20-21

Schools will get funding in 3 tranches.

• Autumn 2020 – this is based on the latest 
available data on pupils high needs place 
numbers in special

• Early 2021 – based on updated pupil and place 
data. 

• Summer 2021 term - a further £100 per place
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Using catch-up funding

• Should use “specific activities to support their 
pupils’ education recovery”

• While schools can use their funding in a way 
that suits their cohort and circumstances, they 
are expected to use this funding for specific 
activities which will help pupils catch up on 
missed learning. 

• Schools should particularly focus on 
disadvantaged and vulnerable pupils as we know 
they have been most affected.
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To support schools

• The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) has 
published a coronavirus support guide with 
evidence-based approaches to catch up for all 
students.

• To support schools to implement their catch-up 
plans effectively, EEF has published the school 
planning guide. This will provide further 
guidance on how schools should implement 
catch-up strategies and supporting case studies 
to highlight effective practice.
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Broad areas of support

1. Supporting teaching

2. Targeted Academic Support

3. Wider Strategies that relate to the most 
significant non-academic barriers to success in 
school, including attendance, behaviour and social 
and emotional support. These local needs and 
challenges will be different for every school 
community.
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• Intervention Programmes

• Summer Programmes

• Supporting back to school transition

• Small group or One to One Teaching

• Technology and Remote Learning Facilities

• Supporting Teachers via CPD

• Supporting Parents / Carers via regular communications to 
increase attendance and engagement, as well as additional 
books and educational resources

9



10

“All of our pupils are sensory learners and may 

have missed out on many sensory experiences”.

• Improve the sensory environment

• Install floor projectors



Speech and Language
Maths and English Booster groups
Occupational Therapy
Online Parent Portal
Sensory integration

11



Accountability: school leaders and 
governors

• School leaders must be able to show they are 
using the funding to support their pupils’ 
educational recovery in line with the curriculum 
expectations

• Governors and trustees should scrutinise 
schools’ approaches to catch-up, including their 
plans for and use of catch-up funding. This 
should include consideration of whether schools 
are spending this funding in line with their 
catch-up priorities, and ensuring appropriate 
transparency for parents.
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Monitoring by Ofsted

• During the summer term, Ofsted intends to restart 
some onsite inspections under its education inspection 
framework. 

• As part of these inspections, inspectors may discuss 
plans schools have to spend their catch-up premium 
funding.

• 243: …”Where usual opportunities have been disrupted 
by the pandemic, inspectors will look at whether the 
school has found alternative approaches to providing a 
rich range of personal development opportunities”.
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What maintained school’s must publish 
online

Coronavirus catch-up premium grant 

• how it is intended that the grant will be spent

• how the effect of this expenditure on the 
educational attainment of those pupils at the 
school will be assessed 

What maintained schools must publish online - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk)
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/what-maintained-schools-must-publish-online#coronavirus-covid-19-catch-up-premium


A rationale with academic and 
external barriers

• Key worker support

• Outdoor learning

• Sensory therapy
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Academic and external barriers

• Mental Health Nurse

• Outdoor activities
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Staff training on Mental 

Health and Well Bring

Establish provision of 

Emotional Literacy 

Support Assistants 

(ELSA)
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Additional adult support for all pupils to respond dynamically to their social, 

emotional and mental health concerns 

£18,057 

Additional support for families to respond to issues including wellbeing and 

attendance concerns and to sign-post families to other organisations as 

appropriate 

Provision of 1:1 and small group intervention programmes to recover pupils’ 

academic and social and emotional learning skills 

Provision of additional speech and language sessions to recover pupils’ 

speech and language skills 
£4,165 

Training for all staff on “Stepping Back to School” to ensure a successful 

transition to school and learning for all pupils. 
£1,978 

Primary maths training £330 

 

• Additional adult support for pupils and carers

• 121 and small group academic intervention

• Speech and Language sessions

• Training for staff
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• Improvement in ICT to improve access for pupils 

and their carers

• Family Liaison Officer-temporary initially
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